Western Wayne Schools Community,
As we embark on the holiday season, Western Wayne Schools is working diligently to give back to the
local community as well as some really neat organizations. This month as part of our district-wide
strategic plan we will be focusing on the Golden Eagle Exemplar “Contribution”. In doing so, we have
some wonderful educators and students synergizing to help those in need. Please take the time to consider
donating to the following projects:
Toy Drive
Mr. Berkemeier's Champion Group is collecting toys this year for Reid Hospital . You can drop off toys at
the office or Mr. Berkemeier's Room 86 through December 15. We will be accepting new toys, gently
used toys, stuffed animals , and coloring books for the kids to enjoy during the holiday season! Thanks for
your generosity!
Canned Food Drive
The Annual Kiwanis Love Basket Canned Food Drive will begin this week and will continue through
Thursday, December 9th. We will be collecting canned goods in your Champion Time. There will be a
Pizza Party for the Middle School and High School Champion group that collects the most cans. Please
bring in your canned goods to help support families that need extra help over the holidays.
Sock Drive
Mrs. Gulde's 6th grade Champion Group is sponsoring a new sock drive for the Cambridge City Clothes
Closet from December 1st through the 16th. You can drop off new socks at the office, the main lobby, or
Mrs. Gulde's room.
Stockings for Soldiers
Ms. Smith’s Champion Group is filling five stockings for the Hinsey-Brown funeral home's stockings for
soldiers project.
Angel Tree
The Student Government participated in the Golay Center Angel Tree project this year. The students
collected money to purchase gives for children in need this Christmas.

Senior Interview Update:
I had the opportunity to work alongside our dynamic high school principal, Mrs. Lakes as we interviewed
each of our high school seniors. The premise of these interviews was to build a line of communication and
support based on their future plans, hopes, and dreams. We have created a plan to ensure 100% of our
students graduate with a plan they wish to pursue. I will be honest, this is exactly what drives me to do
what I do! Hearing each of our students pour out their aspirations and goals was perhaps one of the
highlights of my year. This process was affirming that our teachers throughout the district do everything
in their power ensure our students have a quality life beyond school, this was very apparent as I spoke
with some very intelligent youngsters! As we all can relate, The Senior year of high school can be a time
of questions, concerns, and fears for the unknown. Fortunately, here at WWS, we have wonderful
connections to post-secondary institutions, local employers, and military recruiters to help make this
transition a much smoother one. The mission of Western Wayne Schools is “Nurturing powerful
learningers to discover their paths while equipping them to meet the deamids of a successful future.” We
are doing exactly that.
Passion Projects
During the month of december, our teachers start formulating plans for student-based passion projects. If
you are interested in helping out with this initiative by coming in and presenting your business and/or job
to our students we would love for you to come in. Our goal for these passion projects is to broaden our
students understanding of what job opportunities and/or hobbies exist so they can have a more “real-life”
understanding of what their futures could hold. Please contact Mrs. Elizabeth Miller amiller@wwayne.k12.in.us or Mrs. Renee Lakes rlakes@wwayne.k12.in.us if you would like to take part
in this. Our plan is to start passion projects during the spring semester.

Social Media / Marketing Plan
Please follow our new Facebook and Twitter pages! We will be closing down our elementary and high
school accounts next week. Please be sure to add us and give us a like! We want to tell our story and this
will be the our platform.

Click HERE for our Facebook Page!

Click Here for our Twitter Account

School Messenger

In an ongoing effort toward maintaining the best possible communications with our Western Wayne
Families, we have recently partnered with Intrado “School Messenger” services. This new service will
allow our district to send out real-time voice recordings to parents and guardians, which were previously
computer-generated. Additionally, This new service will allow us to deliver text messages, straight to
your mobile phone with important information about events, school closings, safety alerts, and more. At
this point in time, we are in the “opt-in” phase of our roll-out. The purpose of this opt-in phase is to
encourage as many Western Wayne families to confirm their willingness to receive ongoing SMS
messages from our district by opting in from your device(s). Western Wayne families can opt-in by
texting “Y” to the SchoolMessenger Communicate shortcode “67587” from each device you wish to
receive SMS text messages on. This will be a two-week campaign to get as many families on board as
possible prior to our November 1st launch date. Please take part in this new communication method by
taking the time to sign up on your phones. If you have any questions, please feel free to contact Mr. Ben
Burris at: bburris@wwayne.k12.in.us or our tech office at 765-478-6318.

Parents and Guardians
You can take advantage of our

Text Messaging Service
Our school utilizes the SchoolMessenger system to deliver text
messages, straight to your mobile phone with important
information
about events, school closings, safety alerts, and more.
You can participate in this free service* just by sending a text
message of “Y” or “Yes” to our school’s short code number, 67587.
You can also opt-out of these messages at any time by simply
replying to one of our messages with “Stop”.
We recommend saving this shortcode and Caller ID to the contacts
rd

on your phone. This will help prevent any 3 party call blocking
systems from interfering with your receipt of important messages
sent by the school or district.
SchoolMessenger is compliant with the Student Privacy PledgeTM,
so you can rest assured that your information is safe and will never be given or sold to anyone.

Just send “Y” or

“Yes” to 67587

Gerard Family Scholarship Information- Apply Now!

Golden Eagles Little Dribbles Basketball Fundabmetal School

Stay-In-School Gameplan
As the school year has progressed, we have seen a great deal of impact coming from COVID-19. The
number of positive COVID cases in Wayne County has been pretty consistent which has created unique
challenges in keeping our students within the halls of WWS. I do implore everyone to please help us stay
open by continuing to follow the recommendations below. Our staff members will be following these
procedures as well.
1. Help your child conduct a self-screening of their health each day before going to school. If you or
your child think they are experiencing a symptom, please keep them home!
2. If a student has been tested and he/she is awaiting the results of the test, he/she should not report
to school.
3. Students (and staff) will continue to use a mask at school at all times. Please remember to send
your child to school with a clean mask each day.
In The Event of a Positive Case
When we are made aware of a positive case, we work with the direction of the Wayne County Health
Department to determine who needs to be quarantined. In the event that we are notified that a large
number of individuals are impacted, we will also send out a letter notifying all families of the impact. As
always, we will notify individuals on a direct basis. If you do not receive a phone call then your child has
not been impacted. This is our method of communication, all of which will keep the confidentiality of
positive cases at the forefront.
COVID-19 Protocols: LINK

At-Home Learning
We have several Golden Eagle Learners who are opting into this option as their learning environment
changed last week. Unfortunately, we know it is likely that others may have to stay home due to
experiencing symptoms, having a positive diagnosis, or exposure to COVID-19. Though this was not an
original option as we entered into the school year, we did want to maintain a system that would minimize
disruptions to learning as students transition between school and home. If you have any questions or
would like to have this option for your child, please feel free to contact your child’s building level
principal for further details.
Reminders
The weather has changed, which means that we could wake up to conditions that are unsafe for an
on-time start to school. Please make sure that your child's school has your most updated contact
information so that you receive prompt notifications from our automated system.

2-Hour Delay
The weather is still nice right now, but before we know it we will be waking up to conditions that may be
unsafe for an on-time start to school. Please make sure that your child's school has your most updated
contact information so that you receive prompt notifications from our automated system. If we have to
delay our school-day start, our 2-hour start time will be 10:00, not 10:30.
New Student Registration
Families who are new to our area with school-aged children or families who live outside of the Western
Wayne Schools boundaries, but want to attend Western Wayne Elementary or Lincoln Middle/High
School should CLICK HERE to register at Western Wayne Schools. You can also email
emiller@wwayne.k12.in.us for students in grades K-5
and rlakes@wwayne.k12.in.us for students in grades 6-12.
Questions, Comments, or Praises?
Though we are a very tight-knit community and communicate very regularly, we ALWAYS want to hear
your feedback. Within this LINK is a parent survey with an open comment section. Feel free to use this
anytime. This will help us address any issues or concerns you may have. We love positive posts too, so
please let us know what we can do to serve you better.
Taking pride in our district
Let’s each do our part to support and highlight the wonderful happenings within our district.
Unfortunately, In a social-media-driven society, many times the image of a school, business, or person can
be damaged by negative comments that might not be factual. Here at WWS, we want to work closely with
our community and its stakeholders to ensure our district is reflected in a positive light. If you have any
questions or issues, please contact our district to address this prior to posting on Facebook. We are
ALWAYS here to listen and provide guidance on any issue. We take great pride in this.
If there is anything I can do, please let me know. My email address is astover@wwayne.k12.in.us and my
phone number is 765-478-5375.
Andy Stover

Superintendent

Western Wayne Schools

